ACTH treatment in intractable seizures of childhood.
Between 1980 and 1989, 21 children suffering from intractable seizures other than infantile spasms were treated with intramuscular ACTH at the Children's Hospital Camperdown. Five patients had two courses of ACTH therapy, 24% of patients had a good response (group A), 56% responded transiently (group B) and 20% did not respond (group C). Group A had normal development and no neurological deficits prior to seizures. A favourable response was not observed in patients with partial seizures, 90% of the patients who responded had a recurrence of seizures. Mean time to recurrence was 9.0 +/- 7.3 months in group A and 1.6 +/- 2.0 months in group B. Hypokalaemia, hypertension and infection were found in 42.9%, 33.3% and 19.1% respectively. ACTH also had effects on concurrent anti-epileptic drug levels.